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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To prevent deterioration of separation performance of a 
retard 

separation structure caused by time lag of releasing pressure force 
of a pickup 

roller which sents out sheet materials by applying pressure on the 
top sheet of 

the stacked sheet material. 

CONSTITUTION: A sensor 7 to detect existance of a sheet material 5 

is 

provided in the sheet material passing area between a pickup roller 4 
and a 

retard separation structure composed of a feed roller 1 and retared 
roller 2 

and when the sensor 7 is not detecting any sheet material, the pickup 
4 

releases the applied pressure by sending out the specified number of 
sheet 
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material 5 but because the sheet material 5 to be sent out is already 
■sent out 

from a deck D when the sensor 7 is detecting a sheet material 5, the 
amount 

being sent out is lessen by the same amount, the timing of releasing 
the 

pressure applied to the pickup roller 4 is controlled and the 
separation 

performance of the retard separation structure is improved. 
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